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PREFACE 

I gladly comply with the request of Mr. Burrage to 
write a tew words of preface to his work. Having 
exammed the MS. I am fully assured of its genuineness ; 
and thoroughly endorse his estimate of its value. It is» 
indeed* in my opinion the most important contribution to 
early Nonconformist history that has come to light since 
Dr. Dexter's recovery (about 1875) of the tFrue and 
Short declaration. 

I have sought in vain for any identification of the " Mr. 
Flower ** to whom the Treatise is addressed, and whom 
Browne calls " Unde.** From such genealogical lists as I 
have been able to consult it does not appear that any 
sister, either of Anthony Browne or his wife (who was a 
daughter of Sir Ph. Boteler of Hertfordshire) was 
married to a person bearing that name. Indeed, the only 
occurrence of the name in connection with the Browne 
family is a Tristram Flower, who married Robert Browne's 
grand-niece — bom 1 593. Possibly " Mr. Flower " may 
have been an unde of R. Browne's wife, Alice Allen. 
This is a question which Yorkshire genealogists might 
profitably investigate. 

T. a CRIPPEN 




THE WRITINGS OF ROBERT BROWNE 



PROBABLY the earliest person to make a biblio- 
graphical list of works for and against Brownism 
was Peter Fairlambe. In 1606 he wrote "The 

Recantation of a Brownist." , in which (pp. 18, 19) 

he includes such a list. In this he mentions the following 
writings of Robert Browne : — " For the Brownists or 
Donatists thiese M. Browne, his book against Logick and 
Rethorick, and of the estate of the Christians and 
Heathens, His Inuectiue against parish Preachers, and hired 
Lecturers, and against Preaching at Paules Crosse, and 
his answere to M. Cartwrights Letter to M. Robert 
Harryson, his consort : His aunswere in writing, to 
Steephen Bridewell. His first booke against Brownists 

for i)is 2 about iffommiiniratmg, toas nciirr 

ailSbCtrl). And Brownes Booke of the gathering and 

ioyning together of certaine persons in Norfoike," 

Fairlambe had been a Brownist, he says, for many years, 
and had been banished from England on that account. 
He should write, therefore, with some authority. He 
certainly knew of one of Browne's writings not known to 
exist to-day, but on the other hand he evidently had not 
heard of the Letter to Mr. Flower, with which we are 
chieSy concerned, nor of " a treatise of his against one 
cBarozoe," though both of these were known to f^chard 
Bancroft. It might even seem at &rst sight as if Fairlambe 
had made up the list of Browne's writings from the titles 



mentioned toward tKe close of Stephen Bredwell's " TTie 
Rasing of the Fovndations of Brownisme," London, 1 588 ; 
but on the other hand Bredweli seems to have known 
certain productions of Browne's that Fairlambe does not 
mention, so that Fairlambe may actually have seen the 
works to which he makes reference. Even Bredweli does 
not speak of the writings cited by Bancroft. It may there- 
fore be profitable to enumerate here all the productions of 
Robert Browne, of which the writer remembers to have 
seen mention made, whether at present known or unknown, 
in the hope that those as yet lost may some time be found. 
Thus far the Rev. T. G. Crippen, Librarian of the 
Congregational Library, London, has given perhaps the 
best list* of Browne's writings. It is now possible, how- 
ever, to add several items to those given by Mr. Crippen, 
His hsl the present writer makes the foundation of this 
new one ; and, except for a few slight corrections, which 
now seem desirable, he merely adds thereto. The aug- 
mented list comprises: — 

1. A Treatise of Refonnnlion wilhout larytngfor Anie, 
ami of the wickeiiiicsse of those Preachers, which will not 
rcfonnc till the Slagistralc commatimie or compell them. 
4to., ISpp., 1582. Only three copies known ; at 
Lambeth, the British Museum, and Yale University. 
Reprinted lately at Boston ; and by the Congregational 
Historical Society, London, Transaclioiis No. II, and 
separately. 

2. A Treatise vpon the 23 ofMallhewe, both for an 
order of studying, and handling the Scriptures, ami also 
auoyding the Popishc disorders, and vngodly communion 
of all false Christians, and especiallic of wicked Preachers 
and hirelings. 4to., 44pp., 1582. Copies in the British 
Museum (defective) and at Lambeth. t 

3. A Booke which Sheweth the life and Manners of all 
true Christians, and howe vnlike they are vnio Turkcs and 
Papislcs, and Heathen folke. Also the pointes and paries 
of all Diuiniiie, that is of the reuealed will and worde of God, 
arc declared by their senerall Definitions, and Diuisions in 



■In his fldmlralile reprint o( Browne's A Treatise of Reformation 
vilhonl Tarying for Atiie. London, 1903. p. 14. 

fThis contains, as distinct sections, what Fairlamtie calls " liis book 
against LoRick and Retliorick ..... His Inuectiue against parish 
Preachers, and liired Lecturers, and against Preachiiig at Paules Croase." 



order as foUowdh. 4lo., 111pp., 1582, Copies in the 
Bodleian, Lambelh, British Museum, Trinity College 
Cambridge, and Congregational Libraries, These 
three were intended to be bound together, as is the 
case with the British Museum copy. 

4. An Answers to Master CarhvrifllU his LelUts for 
joyiiiitg with Ike English Chiiickfs; whereiiiilo the tnifcopie 
oj his sayde Idler is annexed. 4to,, 2-85-llpp. [1583 ?], 
Copies in the Bodleian and Williams's Libraries. 

'5. A True and Short Declaration, Both of the Gather- 
ing and Joyning together ofcerlaine Persons ; and also oJ 
the Lamentable Breach and Diuision which fell amongst 
them. 4to., 24pp. [1584 ?]. An unique copy at Lambeth. 
Reprinted in 1888 in the " CongregationaUst," London. 

6. An Hitherto Lost Treatise (in the form of a idler 
to his Uncle, Mr. Flower), now first published. Written 
December 31, 1588 (Old Style). 

7. A Letter to Bnrghlev. IS April, 1590. Amongthe 
Lansdowne MSS. in the British Museum. It was 
printed by Strypc. 

To these may be added the following, all of them prob- 
bably in manuscript, but as yet unlocated even if they 
exist : — 

8. A Confetence with M{t\ £.[dmondes ?] and 
A/[r]. F [ar. ?]. 

9. Annswere to Stephen Bridewell his first book against 
Brownists. 1588. Probably a letter. 

10. A Treatise against one Barowe [1588?]. 

Probably a letter. 

11. Leilcts written at Stamford l>eforc his sub- 
scription by request of "il/. Fur. ScM. Har. Londoners," 
somewhat to the effect that "it was not vnlawful 
to heare the Word in our assemblies " [of the Estab- 
lished Church] in order to " pcrswade his followers at 
London thereunto," Written liefore November 1586. 

12. A seneral treatisse in Latine, touching the herring 
fishes. Sec. 1588 or earlier. Mentioned in the Letter 
to Flower. 

13. Laline tables and definitions. Mentioned in 
the letter to Burleigh. This treatise may possibly 
have been based on material contained in Browne's 
so'called book against Logick and Rethorick. 



THE DISCOVERY OF THE TREATISE 

SOMEWHAT more than two years ago, when the 
writer was on his first visit to England, he found in the 
British Museum* a volume largely composed of 
letters in manuscript. One of these was signed, "Your 
Worships humble to cummaund Robert Browne / written 
this last of December : 1588." It consisted of twelve folio 
pages, the text of the letter covering nine of them. It was in 
the main beautifully and compactly written in an uncom- 
monly legible hand for that period ; and on the back of the 
last leaf, in another rather scrawlybut contemporary hand, 
(which further investigation has proved to be that of 
I^chard Bancroft, afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury,) 
were the words : — 

" M' Brownes aunswer to M^ Flowers letter, for his 
iugdement in diverse particuler polnt^f in this letter yo° 
may not accompte of it : for he hath reformed them & hym 
selfe likwise. The wordes to be looked vppe I haue rase 
w"" my pen." 

The writer at once noticed the excellent preservation of 
this letter, — the clean untorn pages ; the regular writing, un- 
mistakeably like thefacsimile of Robert Browne's signature in 
Dr. Henry Martyn Dexter's " The Congregationalism of 
the last Three Hundred Years," . . . . ; and further the 
interesting character of some of the material in the letter. 

About a year ago, on the writer's return to England, the 
same volume again came to his notice. Once more he be- 
came interested in the manuscript, and, desiring to gain a 
greater familiarity with the peculiar handwriting of that 
period, he began to decipher the document, intending, if it 
proved valuable, to read it through, and to make at the 
same time a legible transcript. Several days passed, and a 
good part of the text had already been transcribed, when one 
evening the writer happened to think it might be worth while 
to see if Dr. Dexter knew of the existence of this particular 



•Add. MS. 19,546 ; fol. 67-71. 



letter. He had not read (ar when he came to these 
words* : — 

" He [Browne] appears thereafter to have traveled over 
Scotland in its ' best reformed places,' and I am sorry to add 
that the result of his observation made him say : ' I have 
seen all maner of wickednes to abounde much more in their 
best places in Scotland, then in our woorser places heere in 
England,' and the result of his experience made him feel 
that not only was the soil, as he had three years before fore- 
boded, inhospitable, but the time an evil one for missionary 
purposes, and he soon returned to England, where he 
published a bookf. whose name even I have as yet failed to 
recover, and which, so far as I am aware, now exists only in 
a few passages which were quoted from it by Bancroft, 
afterward Archbishop of Canterbury, in his famous Sermon 
at Paule's Crosse on the 9th of February, 1 588, and 
in the indignant comments made thereon by certain Scottish 
writers who reviewed that discourse. The passage which 
especially incensed them was this, in which he spoke his 
mind of Presbyterian ways and tendencies : ' I judge ' 
saith he (writing of this Parleament now assembled), 'that 
if the Parleament should establish such names [of elders 
and Presbyters] and those the officers according to those 
names which seeke their owne discipline, that then in steede 
of one Pope we shoulde have a 1 000. and of some lord 
Bishops in name a 1 000. Lordlie tyrants in deed, which 
nowe do disdaine the names. This 1 have found by 
experience to be true : 1 can testiiie by triall of Scotland, 
which have travelled it over in their best reformed places 
as in Donde, Saint Andrewes, Edenborough, and sundrie 
other townes : and have known the king in great danger, 
and feare of his life by their lordlie discipline.' " 

As the writer looked over these passages quoted from 
Bancroft's Sermon it seemed to him that he was reading 
strangely familiar words ; and all at once he realised with 
a start of surprise that unknov™ to himself he had been 

'Congregationalism of Ihe'last Three Hundred Yeat^ New 

York, i8Bo, ' pp. 78-9. 

tDr. Dcxier, it will be seen on congnUing his work, by this statement 
suggests a dale for (he Treatise atiout tour years too early. 




deciphering the oripnal of this very lost Treatise ; and glanc- 
ing over the text of the letter more closely he saw that the 
underlined passage included both the citations from 
Bancroft's Sermon. Then he read those words in the 
scrawly hand on the back of the last leaf of the letter, 
" The wordes to be looked vppe I haue rase [underlined] 
w"" my pen," and with sudden intuition he saw that Ban- 
croft himself must have written these words and have 
underlined the part to be cited in his Sermon, and that the 
letter had never been printed ; so that it was no wonder 
Dr. Dexter did not know the title of this lost Treatise, {at. 
it had never had a title. 

A feeling of glad surprise came over the discoverer, f( 
he had as certainly as unexpectedly made a " find " ; and 
as with new interest in those succeeding days he worked 
over the material in the letter he began to wonder if it might 
not deserve to be printed, and to hope that it might some 
day be given to the public. 

What a kindly Providence had guarded this manuscript 
for more than three centuries, that it should have survived 
the wear and tear of time apparently so uninjured ! 
Indeed at first sight so perfectly preserved did it appear 
that the writing seemed almost as clear as if newly written. 
As one looks over the letter, however, one may perhaps 
justly suspect that the following words, from the last 
paragraph before the signature, may have been one cause 
of the present good condition of the manuscript, and that 
they may yet safeguard it as a memorial of this man, until 
the ink fade away and the paper return to dust. 

"Thus Louing Vnckle 1 haue spent some howers, to 
shewe my duetifulnes towards you, & to gralulate you 
with a peice of scribled paper this new yeares euen/. I 
would it were such, as that you might take it for a new 
years guift : which if you like not, it is no more worth, then 
your fande thereto, doeth afford it. Yet I beseech you, 
how so euer you dislike it, let it rather ly in the bench hole 
safe, then be consumed with fier, because I haue no copie 
thereof/, 6c if it appere in the light at anie time, that in 
no case it be anie preiudice or daunger to me, seing I wrote 
it by your demaund." 



od^ 



J 



At last, and quite unexpectedly, the letter Has come to 
light, and in a way and at a time that Robert Browne 
never could have imagined. But if he were living to-day 
we could assure him that such a letter surely would not be 
to his prejudice, but rather to his certain advantage in our 
estimation and understanding of him. 

But where has the letter been all these years ? TTiat 
we may probably never know. Thus far we can only be 
certain that it was written by Robert Browne, December 
31, 1 588 (Old Style), or January 10. 1589 (New Style) ; 
that on February 9, 1588 (Old Style), or February 
1 9, 1 589 (New Style), it was cited by Richard Bancroft 
in his noted Sermon ; and that in 1 874 the manuscript 
was acquired by the British Museum.* But although the 
letter has already been in the Museum for about twenty- 
nine years it has practically been lost to the world, for 
from the day it was cited by Bancroft to this year 
1903 it appears to have been seen by few and quoted 
by none. 

It remains to be said that the writer has found from 
careful examination of the manuscript and its contents that, 
though the letter at 6rst glance appears so perfect, it 
nevertheless lacks one folded sheet (four pages), which 
probably never will be identified, if indeed it exist. Even 
in its present condition, however, the letter makes a 
document of some six thousand words or more, and 
contains, we may be quite certain, the most valuable and 
probably most interesting portions of the Treatise. For 
this we may well be thankful. 



'Tlie MS. was catalogued by the British Museum in 1S77, but Itie 
index to the volume □( Ibe catalogue in whidi the MS. appears was not 
published until i8tto, so that before that time no one could have known 
i)[ Ibe existence of the MS. without undesirable expenditure o( time. That 
the Treatise was not long since identified is a matter for wonder. 



Ill 

THE PASSAGE THAT IDENTIFIES THE ' 
TREATISE IN ITS ORIGINAL SETTING 

Though the Passage from Richard Bancroft, by which 
the Treatise was identified, has already been given in sub- 
stance in the quotation from Dr. Dexter, the writer feels 
that the Introduction would be incomplete if Bancroft's I 
quotation from the manuscript were not given in its original ' 
setting in the sermon." The whole passage reads : — 
"yet for your better understanding, what to thinke of this 
kinde of government (fornever abarrellwill proove the better 
herring) you shall heare the opinion of one of our owne 
countrie men, who was in Scotland about the same time, 
and observed verie diligentlie the woonderfull pride and 
insolencie thereof. 

" c7 \udge, saith hee (writing of this Parleament now I 
assembled)! thai if the ^ar/eament should esiablieh suck ' 
names, and those the oncers according to those names 
which seeke their owne discipline, that then in steede of 
one <Pope me should have a 1000. and of some lord 
tJ3ishops in name a 1000. Cordly tyrants in deed, 
which now do disdaine the names. cThis J have found 
by experience to be true : c7 can testifie by triad of 
Scotland, which have travelled it over in their Beef 
reformed places : as in 2) oude [sic], Saint tAndrewes, 
Sdenborough, jE sundrie other townes : and have 
knowen the king in great danger, and feare of his life 
by their lordly discipline, ^c. And againe : c7 have 
seen all maner of wickednes to abound much more in 
their best places in Scotland, then in our woorser 
places heer in Cngland. 

'A Sermon ^reached al Pitvlei Crosse Ike g. oj Fehriiarie, 
. . . [PP-75-8-] 

tHere Bancroft himself makes a misslatcmenl which was corrected 
in A Britje DiKOvery of the Viilnilltes and Slaiiiltrs . , . in a 
Sennon, frMchtii the V. of Februarie isSS, . , . [1590?], in which 
(pp. 44) the author (supposed to be John Penry) saya ; — " Your calender ■ 
deceiucd you, for it was not the Parliament of the ye.ire SIS. whereof hee ■ 1 
wrote, but of anotlier held Anno 86. or before." 



" Furthermore il may please you brethren to heare the 
same mans judgement of such, as do labor so busily in this 
matter : in a treatise of his against one f^arome* 

" Whereas you charge us (saith he) in denieng 
Christ in his offices, and consequently not fo be come 
in the flesh : it shall appeere by your presbyterie or 
eldermen, that indeed you are and will be the aldermen 
even to pull the most ancient of all, Christ Jesu 
himselfe by the beard: yea and seeke not onely to shake 
him by the lockes of his haire out of his offices, but 
also all his ancients under him, J means the lawful 
magistrates and ministers, whiok have lawfuU 
autharitie from Him. 

" Wherefore not we but you rather seeke the glistering 
blase of great name : and if once you might get up the 
names of Ciders and Presbyters, what mischiefe, 
crueltie, and pride would not streame from that name, 
even as f re from a biasing star to set on fire the whole 
world ? d-or every busie foole, the more busie he were 
in discrediting others, and seeking mastership among the 
people, the better elder he should be \udged. yea and 
this new name of an elder given him, were even as a 
sacrament of grace, and would seale up all his knaverie: 
that whatsoever filthines dropped from him, yet the 
skirte of his ancients gowne should cover il. 

" This mans opinion heerin 1 know will be greatly con- 
temned, bicause I think he hatb bin of another judgement.f 
But yet they may give him leave to speake, as his experi- 
ence (which is no foolish master) hath taught him. For 
commonly it comes to passe, when rash men run hedlong 
into any new devises, that ^osteriores cogitationes solent 
esse sapieniiores : their afterwits are best. Howbcit let 
him finde what favor at their hands he shall. I must 
indeed confesse, that if this matter had onely depended 
upon his report, or opinion, I would not at this time have 

*1t 19 to be hoped that Ihis Treatise also may be identilied by Ihe 
accompanying citation. 

tThe Eubalance of the last clause of Ihis sentence Is expressed in (he 
words on the verso of the last leaf of the Letter. 



made mention of him. But it is far otherwise. For 
indeed if iheir proceedings be better considered, that which 
he hath said, either of his judgement touching their 
presbyteries, or of his experience in Scotland concerning 
their practices, & that even against the king it is in a 
maner nothing."* 




IV 
THE CONTENTS OF THE TREATISE 

THE general contents of the Treatise may next be 
outlined, for we are dealing with no ordinary letter. 
To any one who will but hastily glance through 
the manuscript there will appear abundant evidence that 
Robert Browne has at least roughly grouped what he 
desired to say under several main headings, evidently 
suggested by a letter from hts Uncle, Mr. Flower, containing 
questions "concerning names & titles, aucthoritie & gouern- 
ment " in the church. The main divisions, as they are 
indicated from place to place in the development of the 
Treatise, seem to be the following : — 

1 . A short Introduction on the mystery of the 
presence of Antichrist in the Church. (This after a few 
sentences merges into the first main section of the Treatise, 
namely — ) 

2. A Discussion of " the names of Elders, pastors, 
doctors, deacons." 



'It will be noticed that Bancroft doe» not mention 
in this Seimoii. That Koherf Browne, however, wiis 5u[ 
to be the person referred to becomes apparent in reading 
little book published in Edinburgh Jn 1590, entitled D. 1 

ill Rayliiig Agaiiisl Ike Chvrck of Scotland i 

16, he says (giving the n — = " " " -" ■■ 



I. D.U 



s Rash lies 

. npage 

. .n the marfiin) ; 

e to the other [wilnesal, his[Bancroft'sl inconstant 
Countrey-man (a:, hee describelh him, (or as for mee, hec shall bee no 
worse, then he himsclfe maketh him) (he nammg of whom, twiike, might 
dne his cause more harme. then his testimony can doe il good, nnd there- 
fore he contentelh him sell, with a very slender description ol him ;". . . 
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3. A Discussion of "the offices" of Pastors, Elders, 
and lastly of Bishops. (A part of this section at the 
close is probably wanting.) 

4. A Discussion of the " state of the Churdi." (A 
very considerable portion of this section refers to Antichrist 
and the interpretation of the Apocalypse. Probably the 
greater part of this division is lost.) 

N3. A Discussion of "ecclesiastical discipline." 
6. A Postscript concerning the word Presbyter. 
The amplification of these main divisions, with one or 
two paragraphs of a personal nature, makes up the entire 
contents of the letter. 

I 

^^^^T^HE historical value of this newly found Treatise may 
I now be considered. To the writer's mind this 
A consists chiefly in the following facts : — 

1 . The discovery makes generally known the existence 
in manuscript of another letter of Robert Browne, beside 
that to Burghley ; this being by far the more extended and 
important, as well as the earlier, of the two. 

2. The existence of this Treatise in the form of a 
letter, endorsed in Bancroft's own band, determines for 
ever the fact that, contrary to Dr. Dexter's belief, Richard 
Bancroft did not quote in his Sermon from a printed 
book of Browne's, "of which even the very title is lost" ; 
and further it explains perfectly why no one beside Bancroft 
in that day appears to have seen the Treatise. 

3. In this letter is to be found the title of another 
writing of Browne's that appears not to be mentioned 
elsewhere, namely "a seueral treatisse in latine, touching the 
herring fishes hauing a writing of letters upon them, taken in 



THE HISTORICAL VALUE OF 
THE TREATISE 
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the east seas." (This also very likely was never printed, 
and the writer thinks it probable that Browne's "treatise . . . 
against one <J3arowe " was nothing more than another letter | 
of his, which Bancroft in some way secured and referred 
to in his Sermon.) I 

4. This Treatise makes il clear that Robert Browne's , 
health had already been undermined, and his spirit crushed, 
by harsh treatment, so that though still a young man he 
could write in one place, " I am pore enough & broken to 
to much with former troubles, & therefore had no 
need of further afilicdon " ; and in another, that he had 
already "bene in more then twentie prisons." What 
wonder if even thus early his mind had been impaired by 
such persecution, or that his buoyant courage of earlier 
years was gone I 

5. This letter gives us a new portraiture of Browne, — 
one that attracts rather than repels, wherein is revealed 
in this young man a certain sadness and kindly tenderness 
not usually ascribed to fiim by those who have depicted 
his character. 

6. This Treatise has further a most important bearing 
upon the question as to whether Robert Browne in heart 
ever really conformed to the Church of England. It may 
be said that he certainly seems at this time to have been at 
least a little more favourable to the EslabLshed Church than 
in former years ; but he also says in one place, where 
he has been writing concerning the "state of the Church," 
that he has "conceiled some matters, offensiue to be delt 
in " ; so that he may have left unsaid that which we might 
be glad to know. No other writing of his, however, of 
which we have any remains, gives so good an idea of his 
views at this time concerning the Church of England. 
A whole " platforme " of church discipline, the product of 
his thinking after his outward conformity began, forms part 
of the Treatise. 

7. Lsistly, the words in this letter " For before my 
first voiag beyond sea, & sence my last retourne," unless 
very loosely used, suggest, contrary to Dr. Dexter, that 
Browne after all did visit the Continent more than once. 
This will require the historian agEiin to look over the 



accounts of his life ^ven by Fuller. Heylyn, Collyer, and 
others, and thus to reconstruct the story of the early 
part of his career as may be possible and necessary. 

The present writer believes that the result of such 
reconstruction will be in outline to this general effect : — 
That Robert Browne went to f4olland, and probably to 
Middelburg, twice; first in the latter half of 1579 or 
early in 1580, and but for a short time*; that there he 
may have joined Cartwright's congregation, but probably 
falling in with Dutch Anabaptists or with those of 
Anabaptist tendencies he soon became dissatisfied even 
with Cartwright's ideas of reformation ; that on or before 
his return to England, having found that at Norwich there 
were a large number of Dutch people of somewhat 
advanced views, he journeyed thither ; that among the 
Dutch in Norwich he met with his first successes, and that 
after a time he was able to win over to his way of thinking 
a small company composed chieHy of English, but also of 
at least one or two Dutch peopief ; that in the autumn of 
1581 he returned to Middelburg, this time bringing most 
of his little company with him ; that here in 1 582 his 
three earliest and best known books were published ; that 
in 1 583 he left Holland for ever and crossed to Scotland ; 
that during the next two years or so he must have been 
much of the time in various prisons, where his ardent hopes 
of reformation were to a considerable extent successfully 
crushed ; and that at the time this Letter to Mr. Flower 
was wntten, sick at heart and impaired in bodily and 
mental powers, he seems like a man in the dark, seeking 
for that which he cannot find — even the elusive golden 

'A Tn/c ami Short Dcclaralion would allow of such a 

voyage, and the writer does uol betiavc (hat Browne says every- 
thing in so short a narrative. A Trve and Sharl Declaration, ...... 

says merely, — " But R H ether changing his mind, or disappointed of hia 
purpose, returned to Norwich whither also, a short lime after RB[rowne] 
tooke his iournie." {Reprhit of i8H3.} 

fMay we not find sufficient evidence that not all ol Browne's company 
weie English from at least one or two of the following names in A True 
and Short Declaration, . . . . which Dr. Dexter seems to have overlooked P 
I.e. " M Robardes," " Nicholas Woedowes Tatsel ^ond," " Charles MOnema." 
(Reprint of I88S,] 



via media between conformity and nonconformity, where 
he might enjoy liberty of conscience and freedom from 
persecution, a road that unfortunately had not been 
opened to the public in his day ! 



CHAMPLIN BURRAGE 



London, October i6th, igo3 
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THE 
TREATISE 



[From the verso of the last leaf of the Letter. 1 



M' Brownes auns- 
wer to M' Flowers 
letter. 

for his iugdement 
in diverse parti 
culer point^5 
in this letter 
yo'* may not 
accompte of it : 
for he hath re 
formed them & 
hym self e likwi 
se. 

The word^5 to be 
looked vppe I haue 
rase w*^ my pen. 
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My good Vnckle, 

I would I myselfe were resolued 
as I should be, in such waightie matters/.* We both 
must confesse this true, which is written . 2 . Thess. 
2. 7. that the mysterie of iniquitie hath wrought, 
sence S'^'' Paules tyme hethertoe. How hard 
it is to sound the depth thereof, &how far it hath 
spred it selfe, all the world hath feh, and in wofull 
manner tried it. and none I suppose can denie, 
but that Antichrist is come allredie and hath 
bene declininge theis manie years : I except 
onely those whose eyes the God of this world 
(as Paul saieth) hath blinded. Herein therefore 
hath bene and shall be much labor, to disclose 
those mysteries of Antichrist, & to auoied the 
pollution of them/: yea and the combrance and 
trouble, about names, offices, gouernment and 
right or orders of rules & succession hath bene 
& shalbe so great, and that both in ciuil & 
ecclesiastical state, that all mens witts shall faile 
them (as Christ saieth) for feare & for looking 
after those things, that shall come vpon the earth. 
Euen in this matter you write of, concerning 
names & titles, aucthoritie & gouernment there 
is a mysterie. Christ gaue warning thereof, 
when he saied, call no man Rabbi, nor Doctor, 



*The Ob: 



I Ihc original text and s 



nor father vpon earth, and prophecied of his first 
& latter coming to ludgement / forewarning that 
deceiuers should come, vnder colour of titles, & 
should pretend gouemment, cheiftie & praeroga- 
tiues to vsurp ouer others/. Yea euen those 
lawfull titles of Pastor, Doctor, presbyter, 
Deacon/ etc, may become antichrislian. For 
what difference is there betwene Father & Elder, 
& the name of (Doctor) which Christ forbiddeth, 
& the same name which other scriptures do iustifie. 
Who so euer therefore will be so a Pastor or 
doctor, or presbyter or Deacon, as that without 
those names, he condemneth the offices, or 
accounteth them voied, the same man is branded 
with a marcke of this mysterie. Thus did Anti- 
christ clime vp first, when ministers called first 
for names & titles of offices of those first Christian 
Emperors. They were ashamed to call for ciuil 
dignities & promotions : but chalenging their 
spiritual titles by praerogatiue of lawe, & so 
vsurping by them, they made those names 
essential, as they terme it to their ministerie : so 
it came to passe, that who so euer had the name 
geuen them by law, being neuer so vnmeet for 
the office, yet men must needs call them & take 
them for their pastors, or doctors or presbyters/: 
Wherefore the meaning of Christs words is this, 
that we should not so be bound, to the titles of 
Doctor or pastor or father or anie other name, as 
that for the names sake, or for their vnlawful 
authorising or consecrating by such titles or 
names, we should anie whit more receiue them 
for our pastors or doctors/. Wherefore he saieth, 
Mat, 23. be not ye called doctors, that is intrude 



or inforce not your selues vpon anie by lawe or by 
custome lo be counted & called doctors : but if 
you haue the guift of teaching, teach & discharge 
your calling to them that willingly* will be vnder 
your chardge/. If anie refuse, though the Magis- 
trate may force a kind of hearinge, yet may no 
man be forced to lake anie man for his pastor or 
doctor against his conscience, /nether should the 
Doctor vrge his name and charge so far, as to 
praesume against anie by anie such title or vsurped 
preheminence/. Againe call no man your doctor 
or Father vpon earth, that is receiue no man by 
those names for anie law or custome, or dignitie 
& honor sake except in deed you fynd them to 
be teachers & fathers called & sent of 
God which you shal perceiue by their doctrine 
& fruites/, which being good, they may also be 
called of men/. 

This therefore is my ludgement. good 
Vnckle, that though the names of pastors, 
doctors, & presbyters be lawful, being found in 
the scriptures, yet that a pope or proud popelinge 
may ly hyd vnder the names/, yea an d further 
[^ Judge, that if the ParHam ent s hould establish 
suc h names, & those the ofiice r s according to 
those name s, whic h seeke thei r owne discipline / 
tha t then i n stead of one Pope we should have a 
thousand /& of some Lord b ysho ps in name, a 
t housand Lordly Tyrants in de ed, which now do 
disdaine the names/. Th is hau e I found by 
experience to be trewe, both in fo rreine contries 
and in myne owne Contrie. I ca n testifie by trial of 

'Italic letters indicate tbe expansion of MS, abbi-eviations. 




Scotland , which haue traueled it ouer in t heir b est 
reformed pl aces, as in Donde, S'^'- Andrewes, 
Edenborowe & sun drie other Townes_/_Arid 
haue knowne the king in great daunger & feare 
of his iyfe by their Lordlie DiscipHne/, the nobles 
& pe ople at great discord and much dis t racted, 
& yet all men made slaues to the preachers & 
their feilowe elders A So tha^ myne owne ears 
haue hard the king by name to be verie spitefully 
abus ed by their preachers in pulpitt, his doings & 
com maundements called in, reuoked, or repealed, 
or disestablished & performed as he durst or could 
do [or feare or daunger of them. Also Jn e uerie 
Towne I found the cheife Magistrates in awe of 
them, much murmuring grudging & whispering 
cons piracies to be^made on all hands, some tymes 
them on the kings syde to be put out of office, 
6c th eir aduersaries put in / & some tymes them 
on the preac hers s yde put downe, & othe rs sell 
YP* Fufther 1 haue sene all manner of wicked- 
nes to abound much more in their best places in 
Scotland, then in o ur worser places here in 
England. And lo conclude when I came away, 
all the whole land was in a manner wholie diuided 
into p ar ts, much p eople in armes. & redie to ioine 
bjitlel, some with the king, & some against him, 
6c all about the p reachers discipline . In England 
also I haue found much more wronge done me 
by the preachers of discipline, then by anie the 
Byshops / 6t more Lordly vsurping by them, then 
by the other, so that as in Scotland, the 



preachers hauing no names of byshops did im- 
prison me morewrongfully then anie Bishop would 
naue done, so theis having nether the name, nor 
the power, haue yet vsurped more then the 
Byshops which haue power. For before my 
first voiag beyond sea, & sence my Itist retourne. 
I have bene in more then twenlie prisons / And 
for once imprisonment by the byshops, I haue 
bene more then thrise imprisoned by the 
preachers or their procuringe/. 

This I haue written for the names of Elders, 
pastors, doctors, deacons./ 

Now for the offices I will write a few Knes as 
you will me, & then lastly wyll come to our 
Byshops/. 

Wherefore for the offices of Pastors & eiders 
etc. I say that euerie Church of Christ hath them 
in effect, though not in name, 6c that no church 
of Christ can be or is without them. Yet againe 

1 say that such offices of Pastorship, eldership & 
doctorship etc / as they seeke for, is in no church 
of Christ nor can be/. For then doeth the Church 
degenerate from Christ, when such vsurping 
Eiders or aldermen, shal ambitiously, furiously, 
& as Lordly Tyrants bring in subiection vnto 
them the Magistrals 6c people, 6c make mens 
consciences slauishly to yeild vnto the Bondage 
they shatllay vpon them / lude. 8. Reuel. 13. II. 

2 Thes. 2.7. 

That the Church of Christ can not be without 
a pastorship or eldership it is euident, because 
the Church it self is that most graue & ancient 
elder whereof Christ is the Elder 6c pastor being 
called the ancient of Dales 6c the cheif shepherd 



& pastor of the flocke. The testimonies of 
scriptures you know for this, I need not rite 
them/ 

Yea the Church is elder then Christ concern- 
ing his manhood, because he was borne of the 
promised seede & so is often called in the scrip- 
ture the Sonne of man By which title of being 
the Sonne of man is ment that he is a sonne fit 
child of the church which was his elder, because 
he had so manie fathers his ancesters before him/. 
yet concerning his Godhead he was without 
beginning of daies or end of tyme / & is the first 
fruits & eldest by the resurrection from the 
dead 

Againe we know that a church must needs be, 
before anie particular elder can be chosen / . for 
one partie can not make a church, nether beget 
bodelie children to be of the Church but by an 
helper. And therefore no elder did breed or beget 
a Church, except there were first a church 
whereof he was/. 

And though Paul be saied to beget a church 
in Corinth & therefore in tyme lobe elder & 
father to that one particular church, yet he 
speaking of eldership by dignitie & aucthoritie & 
not in tyme, doeth confesse that though by com- 
parison with particular persons in Corinth be was 
inferior to none, yet in respect of all the Church, 
he saieth that he was the seruant of the Church, 
& that Paul fit Cephas was theirs, fie they 
Christs, fit Christ Gods/ : Noting that euerie 
one member sauing Christ is inferior to anie whole 
bodie of the Church, fie that the whole bodie is 
yet inferior to Christ, fie Christ touching his 



< 



I 



Manhood is inferior to God. 1 . Cor. 3. 2. // 
2. Cor. 4. 5. 

Also where it is saied, tel it to the Church, 
Mat. 18/. And if he heare not the Church, let 
him be vnto the as a publican / where they all 
take (Church) to signihe an eldership/. 

Yea they them selues confesse, that though 
Paul could or might plant some particular 
churches as being an extraordinarie elder, yet that 
the ordinarie elders whereof they speake, must 
needs be called by the church allredie planted so 
that the church is in deed by consequence vpon 
their owne words an eldership 

Further seing an elder is nothing els in the 
scripture but anie person of special wisdome & 
honestie, lawfully miowed & called in the church 
to counsel, teach & geiue aduise without anie 
forcing, it is Uic] must needs follow that there 
are mania such elders in otir churches / or at 
least wise may bewithout anie such titles or popish 
vsurping as they seek for/. 

Wherefore if in anie Church neighbours can 
wisely & godlie take vp matters end conlrouer- 
sies & redresse disorders without iniurie to other 
officers, & if some haue special direction by 
authoritie to deale in such manner, they are no 
doubt lawfull elders before God & Man / & yet 
haue no name of presbiters & elders/. 

And as for them that make imposition of 
hands, & a solemn fast to be of the essence of 
presbyters also the name & tytle it selfe, they stil 
establish that popish sacrament of orders / & 
so againe with their ellders, doctors & deacons 
do bring in Papisme/. 



If then it be demaunded who shal call & 
consecrat Ministers, excommunicat, depose & put 
downe false teachers & bad fellowes, & iudg in 
a number of ecclesiastical causes, let the word of 
God answere, which appointeth the cheifest & 
most difficult matters to be iudged by them of 
cheifest authoritie & guifts. & other matters of 
inferior gouemours Exod. 1 8. 22. 1 . Cor. 6. 5. 
Rom/. 12. 3. If it be asked who be of cheifest 
guifts or ought to haue cheifest authoritie, I 
answere that the ciuil Magistrates haue their 
right in al causes to iudge & sett order, & it is 
intollerable prsesumption for particular persons to 
skan of euerie Magistrats guifts or autnoritie or 
to denie them the power of iudging ecclesiastical 
causes. For murthers, felonies. Adulteries, 
rebellions, blasphemies, vsurptngs / Idolatries, 
oppressi[onsl' & all other causes should be & are 
ecclesiastical, from which if we debar the 
magistrat, we vtterlie make voied his office, & 
leaue him nothinge of a Magistrate but the bare 
name.. 

Now for chosing & deposing ministers, let 
Christs ordinance be kept, that no man be called 
or taken for a doctor, pastor, preisl or presbyter, 
for anie name tide, custome or consecration by 
men, except they bring good proofe & assurance 
not onelie in general but euen to those that do or 
may make doubt or exception against their 
calunge/. 

If againe it be saied. that white men might 
take & refuse their ministers as they list, all 
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factions & heresies might grow / I answere that 
the ciuil Magistral must restraine that licentious- 
nes. But the way to restraine it is praescribed 
of God/. First that a number of vnlawful 
ministers being now descried & made manifest to 
the world, that the Magistrats if they can not 
remoue them, do yet quietly suffer the people to 
fall away from them, which if they do not suffer, 
there will be in tyme, ten fould more fatjtions & 
diuisions then otherwise there should be] especi- 
ally because God hath prophecied that he wil 
disclose euen this mysterie of iniguilie also con- 
cerning hirelings & ignorant caitifres/. 

Secondlie if anie will forsake a preacher being 
his minister, 6c that preacher be found vnmeet 
for that office for some notorious wickednes or 
other vnsufficiencie, if the preacher can not wel 
he remoued, & the partie not able to stand in 
lawewith him & to driue him out/, that yet 
without charces of lawe, he may haue the matter 
tried by neighbours & freinds. But yet not so far 
as to displace the preacher nether simplie to 
refuse the hearing of his doctrine vpon good 
occasions, but onelye to refuse him for his pastor 
or minister, tyll further tryal, if he be found so 
vnmeet, or if not, that then the recusant which 
is in suspence for receiuing the communion of 
his minister, do so remaine suspended but yet 
without bitter, sharpe or chargeable dealing 
against him, till he be iustly condemned as willful 
in his fault/. 

Thirdly that for auoiding of heresies & strange 
opininions [s/cj.none be admitted or suffered to 
refuse or withdrawe them selues which hould not 



the doctrine of christianitie after some exacter forme 
of catechisme, 6c be also able to geiue a good 
reason of their religion & profession in all such 
matters/. And that therefore if they haue 
conference, readings or expositions, in priuate 
houses, the officers appointed for that purpose do 
serch & trie their opinions & doctrine & see their 
orders / & if nothing be erroneously & dis- 
orderedlie attempted, that they be suffered, yea 
though some smaller fault or error be committed 
or escaped, yet if a greater fault happen, that 
they be punnishable accordingely. 

Lastly that none be suffered to haue their voice 
or right in chosing church offices & officers but 
onely such as are tried to be sufficiently grounded 
& tried & to be able to geiue a reason of their 
faieth & religion / And that the ciul! Magistrats 
may if they will, be both present & directers of 
the choise, yet permitting anie man to make iust 
exceptions against them which are to be chosen 
Further that they which are to ordeine, conse- 
crate or pronounce them authorised, do it not in 
their owne name, but by voice & testimonie of 
the most of those wyser sort, whose consent & 
voices for the most part he hath gathered & doth 
shew. Also it skilleth not who do pronounc[e] 
& consecrate them whether Bishop or other, so 
that it be according to the forme aboue 
mencioned & the partie be a wise & good man/, 
& the officers chosen be not by number, as that 
there must needs be but one preacher & no moe 
suffered in such a parish/ also two, three, or syx 
other helpers, arbitrators or presbyters if they 
will haue them so called, but that for teach- 
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ing, who so hath bene priuat[e]ly tried verie 
often, & then is both willing & called openly to 
vse his guift may so continew, yea & be 
further also authorised if no dislike be iustly 
shewed Likewise that sundrie wiser parties 
not able to preach, may yet by consent, 
when solemne agreement is needles or can 
not be had, may deale for matters of aduise'^ 




Then followeth the sixt degree, namelie the 
raising vp of his fellow Antichrists, that is the 
Turcks, saracens, persians, barbarians, Aegyptians 
etc / which are those foure angels appointed to 
ouerrun the greatest part of the world / which 
allredie is come to passe/, sence the cheif Anti- 
christ that man of Rome was exalted/. Then is 
the seauenth degree fullfilled in the worcking of 
all this mysterie of iniquitie eueH tyll the end of 
[the] world specified in the 1 1 . chapter/, and 
againe it is repeated in the 12. 13. 14. & 15 
chapters, But in the sixteenth is shewed the 
seauen degrees of the falling of Antichrist/. 



■Heri; Ihe page ends abruptly and the nest page deals with an entirely 
difCei'cni matter. One folded sheet (Four pages) seems to be wanting at 
this point, so that some 2,300 words or more ace losl to the reader. 
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The first as is shewed before, The second by 
disclosing ihe woful state of the people / signified 
by the vial poured into the sea / & the rotten 
bloud killing the creatures in the sea/. 

The third by displaiing false doctrine & 
heresies/ 

The fourth by notifiing all grosse ignorance, 
whereby much rage, blasphemies & factionsi 
followed/. 

Yel all theis were the pulldowne of Anti- 
christ / So that by & by followeth his fyft fall 
euen the shaking of his throne 6c seat so that his 
kingdome waxed darck, & they blasphemed & 
gnew their tongues for anger/. 

This is that plague of Antichrist which at this 
day is to be fulfilled namelie in speaking 6c 
preaching against their Lordships, great linings, 
6i all their vsurpings : For this is that vial powred 
out vpon his throne / which now is in pouringe. 
For the former are all poured out allredie, saue 
• that the fourth also is not yet fullie finished/ 

This I write good Vnckle, that we may take 
heed how we iustifie 6c vphould that seat that 
must needs fall, I meane that pompe, gloria, 
riches, power etc/ of the clergie least we be 
taken in the sixt plague, Namelie that the three 
euiil spirits bewitch vs to stand in that last battel 
of Gog 6c Magog, to defend this totteringe state 
to our euerlasting confusion/. 

Rather this we must do, euen ioine with those 
kings of the east, 6t endeuour with them to drie 
vp the water of that great riuer Euphrates, that 
is to spoile &c take away the merchandice of 
Antichrist by sea flc land / 6c thert shal the way 
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be prepared, euen to bume Rome it selfe/, for 
that also must be burnt as is prophecied/. Reuel. 
17. 16. Reuel. 18. 9. 22. 23. & this is the sixt 
fall of Antichrist. 

And that it is Rome which shal be thus serued, 
iliseuident, first because it is called the great cielie 
which reigned ouer the kings of the earth, stand- 
ing on 7. hils for Rome is called septemcollis/ 

But specially because the Number of the name 
of that man of Rome is six hundreth sixtie six/, let 
him that hath witt saieth the text. Reuel. 1 3.18. 
count the Number of the beast, for it is the 
number of a man / for in deed the number of 666. 
doeth in hebrew letters, by which lohn being a 
lew vsed to number, as the manner of the lewes 
was, doeth I say make the name R O M A N U S . 
By which is signified that the Romanists & the 
abuse of the romane tongue should hinder&faisifie 
all religion / & leamiHge And therefore [the] word 
(latinus) counting it by the greek letters doeth 
amount to the same number/. 

Now the kings of the east are the Protestants 
which are all eastward in respect of Spaine & 
Rome & all their enimies the Papists are 
westward vnlo them / And though some take 
them for the Turcks & barbarous people yet 1 
haue proued in a seuera! treatisse in iatine, touch- 
ing the herring fishes hauing a writing of letters 
vpon them, taken in the east seas, that they 
signifie the princes of the protestants, & that they 
shal prosper in all their warrs against the Papists, 
euen tyll Rome it self be burned, & then shall 
Gog that is Antichrist of Rome & Magog that 
is Antichrist of the barbarians be ioined in league 




& come vp in battel aray eueii into the plaine of 
the earth, & when they shall haue compassed 
in.thepoore church on all sids redie to deuoure 
it, Reuel. 20. 8. 9. then shal Christ come with 
fief to ludge all the wicked & so shall be the 
end / or that full, last or euerlasting plague of 
Antichrist which is the seuenth plague/. 

, Thus you see my whole ludgement concern- 
ing this state of the Church saue that I haue 
conceiled some matters, offensiue to be delt in, 
& haue not as yet also shewed that common 
mistaking of Discipline / as it followeth in the 
articles vnderneath sett downe./. 

Concerning ecclesiastical discipline some are 
deceiued, & do mistake it for it is not that ciuil 
discipline, nor bodelie pu»nishing, nor outward 
forceing of good & bad / Nether is it a violence, 
outward power, Maiestie, dignitie or honour of 
the world, as some proud ministers would haue 
it/. This is proued by sundrie scriptures alledged 
before/. 
MH°'ie:^:R^'i%*. But it is the power of Christ 

Lnk. 19. n. Koni, H, 17. , , .^ . ,, "^ . ._ , 

BSriVffi'uB T*' by rusword/lmeane a spiritual 
l!5!'Bi^^^;tok"^.M.'iI. power in ruling his Church/ 

Now that I condemne or at 
anie tyme haue condemned all England or all 
Churches of England for wanting or as wanting 
discipline, it is vntrue. 
1, L-.,(, 4. w Rnm, u. 17. for I Say and alwaise haue saied, 

Ij«k.l7.^.M.t,lS..3 ^^^^ ^^^ g^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^j.j ^f 

God, & doeth Hue according 
to it, he hath the disci- 
pline, gouemment or kingdome 
of Christ/. 
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Further 1 say that this disci- 
pline consisteth in sundrie 
points or dueties, of the least 
of which there can be no full 
ouerthrowe, denial or spiritual 
bondage, but the church doeth 

fo to mine thereby/. ^-, 

meane not, that for some de- 
fault, negligence, or ignorance 
of the Church in some part of 
discipline, or in some doctrine 
& trueth it should be no 
church/. 

But for an vtter bondage, re- 
fusal, denial or ouerthrow of 
anie of theis followtnge/. 
Namely without the word of 
God, or when it is denied, de- 
barred or brought into miser- 
able bondage of mens dispen- 
sations or traditions against the 
word/. 

They I say that are guiltie herein 
& are depriued of thelibertie, 
ether to confesse & testifie the 
true religion or to practisse the 
same, are vnder the thraldome 
of Antichrist, & not partakers 
of the Itingdome of Christ/. 
Also if no man haue libertie to 
commaund or instruct by this 
word, among such the church 
of God is not established/. 





Hose. j.l. Amoi.5. 13. 


Nether are those the Church, 


Hebr. 10. !3. Ian,. 69. ai. 
Deat. 30. H, 


which are in such spiritual 


a, Tim, 4. 3. Mttl. «3. 13. 


bondage that they will not 




dare not or may not, counsel, 


^H. 


exhort, admonish & edifie one h 


^B 


an other/. ^M 


^H 


Nether they which haue not ^ 


^^^^^ 1, Cor. 8. n. 

^V Mat. aa. 13. 1. Cdi. 4. 19. SO. 


the power or keyes of bynding 


■ !:liS:JV 


& losing among them/, of releis- 




ing or pronouncing remitted the 






sinns of the penitent, & of 






detaining or pronouncing de- 






tained the wickednes of the 






vnrepentant/, and that particu- 
larlie by particular appliing, as 










occasion serueth/. fl 




Hab. 10.a*. Leiilt.2*.ll. 


Nether they whic\\ haue no H 




Phil. a. 4. Dent. 13.14. 


libertie, to inquire or make trial 




bId \^'ia'E%i^^'a^'jl 


of abuses among them, nether 




Bphes.s'. T.'U. Iota. io. G. 
a.Tlie>,S.H. Rom. IB. IT. 


to put difference betwixt good 
& bad, but are in bondage to 






aftiB.i.8.B, 








ioine in one communion of the 








Church, with those whose pro- 








fession in deed is most abomin- 






able, & are open atheists, vowed. 






& geuen ouer vnto prophanes 




^ Act. i. 13. ZBcha, B. ai. 


of life. 

Nether they which thinck it 


Hebr. 10. ». Dim,11.34. 
AM. a. ii. Ezra. 4. 3. 3. . 


vnlawful & for feare of man 
dare not or will not keep com- 




panie with the breethren for 




mutual edifiinge & so ether 




lose"" his libertie herein, or 




^^t 



u 
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Ukt. Id. K. Lok. 16. 13. 

Beuel.ia. 1. 

Hoac. S. 11. Baoel. It. S. 10. 



doeth vlterlie condemne such 
meetings. 

Nether they which haue vn- 
lawful ministers thurst [s'/c] vp- 
on them in mans name, by dis- 
pensation against Gods word, 
& nether will refuse them, 
nether thinck it lawful because 
of mans Inhibition oneiy/. 
Nether they which geue ouer & 
lose their libertie of testimonie, 
accusation, or making excep- 
tion, or right of their voices & 
speaking, also of Judging the 
trueth & true religion, of stand- 
ing for, defending & laboring 
for the same, so that greuous 
abuses are incurable thereby/. 
Nether they which so far dis- 
agree of the orders & common 
dueties of worshipping & 
seruing God 6t ruling the 
Church, that seeming to striue 
for the Lords ordinance, the 
deeper they are plunged in the 
contrarie ordinances/. 
Nether they whose dealing & 
whole endeuour in the ministerie 
for reformation is alltogether by 
extremitie, crueltie, violence, 
force & ciuil penalties, & neuer 
by lenitie, gentlenes, patience, 
mercie, kindnes & charitie/. 



s chio IS 3 M»i, a s. Further all theis & such like 
fiS'.i'if.-i^'^.'^IV- are those greuous [abuses ?]. for 
Qeoe. 17. 1. 1. zech. 11. 10. which Ihc ottenders therein, are 
breakers of the couenant, ouer- 
throwers, of discipline / & so 
are no members of the church 
of God/. 
Namlie prophanes & Atheisme / of professors. 
Hebr. 12. 16. 2. Tim. 3. 5. Reuel. 3. 15. falling 
to iniidelitie & paganisme / 2. Cor. 6. 1 5. Ezek. ^— 
18. 6. 1 1. 2. Chro. 15. 3. Ezra 6. 21 from the M 
true religion/- ^M 

Obstinacie in refusing to heare, iudg & learae 
anie special duetie of religion /. Act. 1 3. 46. 5 1 . 
Act. 19. 9. Luk. 19. 17. 1. Cor. 11. 16. 
Isa. 30. 10. ■ 

Ohstinat rebellion against the law & word of ^M 
God in knowne dueties. Mat. 5. 19. Mat. 18. 17. ^ 
I.Tim. 5. 8. Rom. 16. 17. 
Falling to Idolatrie from the true religion / 2. Cor. 
6. 16. 17. 1. Cor. 10. 2. Exod. 34. 14. 15. 16. 
2. Chro. 15.3. 

Contempt, disdaine, or condemning the sacra- ^ 
ments. Nom. 19. 13. Mark. 16 16. Gene. 17. 14. fl 
Act. 2. 42. ^ 

Blasphemie, cursing, heresie, against the true 
religion & the name of God Leuit. 24. 
14. 15. 16. Nomb. 15. 35. Deut. 18. 20. 
Schisme & forsaking of the church of God. 
Hebr. 10. 25. Dani. 1 1. 34. loh. 6. 66. Hebr. 
12. 15. Hebr. 10.38.39. 
Wilch[c]raft', coniuring, sorcerie/. Reuel. 22. 15. 
Gala. 5. 20. Leuit. 19. 31. Deut. 18. 19. 20. _ 

•This letter in brackets ii 





Blasphemous swearing & foreswearinge. t . King. 

2.42.43. Zecha. 5.4. 1. Tim. 1. 11 lam. 

5. 12. Mat 6. 13. 

Reuolting & deniing the true religion for feare or 

worldlie welfare Luk. 12. 9. Mat. 10.33. Hebr. 

12.; 16. 

Wilful praesumption to dispense against the word 

of God & to break his commaundements/. 

Deut. 18. 20. Gala. 1. 8. Rom. 16. 17. 

Mat. 5. 19. 

The confounding & intermingling of the Church / 

Ezra. 9. 1.2. 1. Cor. 10. [26.(?)] Ezra 6. 21. 

Exod 34. 14. 15. Heb. 12. 15. 16. l.Cor.5. 1 1, 

Vsurping& confounding the offices of the Church/. 

2. Sam. 6. 6. 7. Act. 19. 13. 16. l.Cor. 

12. 29. 30. Hebr. 5. 4. Ezra. 2. 62. 63. 

Seeking to new mediators & intercessors for vs, 

as to Pope or Saincls / Isa, 8. 1 9. 1 . loh. 2. 1.2. 

Reuel. 22. 8. Leuit. 1,9.31. 

Seking saluation or iustification by merit of 

worcks/ f^om. 11.6. Rom. 4. 2. 1 4. Gala. 2. 1 1 . 

Contumacie & hardning the hart being called by 

extraordinarie Judgments & by our superiors in 

Gods name to mortification & humbling of our 

selues/. Isa. 1.4.5.6. Leuit, 26. 21. Deut. 

29. 19.20. Mat. 3. 10. 

Presumptuous breach or contempt of the sabbath 

& holie exercises/. 

Presumptuous contempt & rebellion against 

superiors as by cursing, resisting treasons etc. 

Spiritual bondage to Antichrist or to other 

vsurpers in the church, whereby abuses do grow 

incurable/. Willfullie or for feare of man to 

geiue ouer their calling, to denie or refuse the 





testifiing or preaching of Gods trueth or of hear- 
ing & obeiing the same. 

Also willfully to denie or refuse the vse of the 
keies / or to seelce to or execute Antichrislian 
absolutions & pardons / or cursings & excom- 
munications./ To geue false ludgement or sen- 
tence of malice or parciatitie/. Elxtremilie & 
crueltie in seeking the bodelie or spiritual dis- 
tructio?i of anie. 

Railings, fightings, obstinat contentions, murthers/ 
etc. 

Betraiing, forsaking or persecuting the breeth- 
ren/. Knauerie by dispightfull & malicious 
touches/. Obstinat & malicious refusal to help 
releiue or succour the distressed breethren. 
Adulterie, fornication, Ribaudrie etc. Druncken- 
nes, rioting, excessiue vanitie & pride. Common 
Idlenes by geuing ouer or ceasing their calling. 
Vnthriftines by shamelesse mispendings. Shame- 
les couetousnes, briberie, extortion, Symonie etc. 
Shameles couenant breaking, oppression, vsurie, 
robberie, Theuerie, cousinage, etc. Shameles 
& common lying, discrediting, slaundering, back- 
byting, false accusinge etc or Shameles excusing, 
iustifiing, conceiling or partaking with others 
therein etc 

Theis are those open greuous or notorious 
offences. And to denie the trueth herein if it be 
with obstinacie is heresie/. 

These i thought good to note downe, because 
none is to deale in discipline, except they lay 
some such platforme before them as this [is] to 
which those heresies also which are against the 
mysterie of the Godhead & of our creation, & 



I 
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likewise of our redemption in Christ must be 
added/. I did omitt them heare, because they 
are commonly knowne / & auoided/. 

And if euerie weeke there might be inquirie in 
euerie congregacion of these things & redresse 
taken accordingly, it would sone be perceiued 
what the vse of true discipline is/. 

Thus Louing Vnckle I haue spent some hewers 
to shewe my duelifulnes towards you, & to 
gratulate you with a peice of scribled paper this 
new yeares euen/. I would it were such, as that you 
might take it for a new years guift ; which if you 
like not, it is no more worth, then your fancie 
thereto, doeth afford it. Yet I beseech you, how 
so euer you disHke it, let it rather ly in the bench 
hole safe, then be consumed with fier, because I 
haue no copie thereof/, & if it appere in the light 
at anie time, that in no case it be anie praeiudice or 
daunger to me, seing 1 wrote it by your demaund. 
For 1 am pore enough & broken to to [sic'] much 
with former troubles, & therefore had no need of 
further affliction. 

Your Worships humble 
I to commaurid Robert Browne/ 

written this last of December : 1 588. 



After 1 had finished this writing I red ouer your 
letter againe & found that I had forgotten to write 
of the word Kf>sTj^vTEf)oc which 1 am suer no 
learned writer will denie to signifie an elder, Now 
you take it onely to signifie a preist or minister / 
But if you will haue our word preist to come of 
irpEfT^vTepoQ then must you interpret them both 



according to their natural sence, wKich Is a senior 
or eider or one of more age/. For other wise preist 
is a word of no sence except it haue the interpre- 
tation by the first original. Yet indeed thescriptures 
wittnes, that the word presbyter is attributea tothe 
Apostles : for so S"' Peter nameth him selfe an 
elder. 1 . Pet. 5. I . allso to other ministers of the 
word, & to those that are rulers with them but are 
not able to preach publiquely. And therefore 
Paul saith, that the presbyters or elders which 
rule wel, are worlhie duble honor, specially they 
that laborin the word & doctrine. I . Tim. 5. 1 7. 
But what I iudge of the vse of theis names & 
offices I haue before written / this onely I add, that 
the former elders in age & tyme in the ceeremonial 
, lawe, were figures of the elders or first & former in 
guifls & graces sence the aboHshing of cere- 
monies, & therefore the names are not so much to 
be stuck vpon, nether the eldership by birth or 
continuance, but the vse of the guiftes & graces are 
specially to be regarded/. 



1. S. Thacker,3 Di/trr BuiMiiiga.Hutboni.LimOon. 
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